PADSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Leisure, Tourism and Open Spaces Committee meeting held on Tuesday 4 March 2014 at the Council Offices, Unit 5b Trecerus Industrial Estate, Padstow at 7.00 pm
Present:
Councillors C Watson-Smyth (Chair), R Buscombe (late), A P Flide (late), R Higman, Mrs A E Symons and D N Vivian 
In Attendance: Mrs K Pemberton (Town Clerk)

LTOS2013/53
Apologies for absence and announcements: Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs T Walter
LTOS2013/54
Declarations of Interest: None
LTOS2013/55
Public Participation: None
LTOS2013/56
Minutes Tuesday 3 December 2013: RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 3 December 2013 were a true record of the meeting and they were signed by the chair.
LTOS2013/57
Clerks Report/Work Programme: Noted for information.
LTOS2013/58
Correspondence: None
LTOS2013/59
War Memorial Stile Field: The Committee referred to the agenda report which had been prepared by Council Support Officer, Julia Downey.  The Support Officer had undertaken further research and it can now be assumed that an application for funding can be made with the War Memorials Trust.  A pre-application has confirmed the Council would be eligible for a small grants scheme, if ownership can be confirmed, which it was now felt it had been.  This could be up to 50% of eligible costs up to a maximum of £2,500.
Quotations had also been sought from specialist cleaning companies, being a requirement of the War Memorial Trust.  The Town Clerk advised she had discussed the matter with the Responsible Financial Officer and there were funds available within the LTOS Equipment and Furniture budget to undertaken these works.

It was felt that this could be a fitting tribute for the up and coming anniversary of the start of the First World War.  

RESOLVED that i) an application for funding be submitted to the War Memorials trust; ii) Mcneilage Conservation be appointed to undertake the works; and iii) the Royal British Legion be advised.
LTOS2013/60
Cemetery Regulations: The Committee had considered a previous draft and provided feedback and suggested various organisations to consult.  

Committee was now asked to consider the final draft for approval.  It had taken on board the Committee’s feedback (from September) and had also taken account of comments through the consultation process which had involved the ICCM, local funeral directors, stonemasons and Ian Quance (SW Cemetery Services Ltd).


A cover report to th e draft regulations outlined various comments which had been incorporated into the revised regulations.  These were discussed and it was considered that the revised regulations be agreed.  The Town Clerk advised that Council would need to approve Committee recommendation on this matter and then due consideration would be needed to be taken on how it should be publicised and published.


Further comment was made that due to how matters had been dealt with in the past in respect of memorials that the inclusion of consideration by Council was helpful. It was hoped that any addition to the cemetery could start afresh and at that time the regulations could be reviewed.


RESOLVED that the Cemetery Regulations be approved.  
LTOS2013/61
Cemetery: Future Planning: Committee was referred to the agenda report.  It outlined that the cemetery currently only had 9 cremation plots available and 137 burial spaces.  An approach had been made to Savills in regards to possibly acquiring more land to be able to extend the cemetery.  So far however, any further correspondence in this matter had not been forthcoming.

The Town Clerk highlighted that there was concern particularly with regards to the cremation plots that we would run out of space.  She therefore suggested that, as well as still trying to ascertain if any land was available, that moves be made to maximising the space currently available. 


There was much discussion on this matter and it was considered that this should be taken forward.  At present the budget allocated was for a Cemetery Extension but it was considered that the Earmarked Reserve be amended to “Cemetery Extension and Improvements” in order to progress with maximising current space.  


The Town Clerk was not aware of any surveying being undertaken in the cemetery and considered that this could be the best way forward in helping to identify space available and also to have an accurate and updated plan on record.


The report also alluded to investigations that could be undertaken by the Town Clerk and Support Officer in helping to design the space and also key contacts that could assistance, as and when their advice was required.


RESOLVED that i) the Earmarked Reserve be amended to “Cemetery Extension and Improvements”; ii) a full survey of the cemetery be undertaken; and iii) the Town Clerk and Support Officer undertake any necessary investigations.

LTOS2013/62
Churchyard: Cremation Plots: The Committee noted the update as outlined in the agenda papers which highlighted that Father Chris had not received any negative responses concerning moving some headstones to allow for additional cremation plots.  It further outlined what the Faculty required to process an application.

The Town Clerk would meet with Father Chris further to discuss the plans which the Faculty required.  


RESOLVED to progress the matter but that any plans be considered by Committee.
LTOS2013/63
Church Clock: The Town Clerk advised she had been contacted by Father Chris with regards to the Town Council fixing the Church clock.  She had looked into the matter and it would appear the Town Council pay for its annual service.  This seems to be an historic arrangement. However, she had checked Council’s insurers and asset register and the Church clock was not included, this indicated it was therefore not the responsibility of the Town Council.  
She therefore suggested that Committee may wish to continue with the historic arrangement to service, or not but not take on any fixing costs, as these should sit with the Church.  She confirmed that the Church insure its own clock.

RESOLVED that the Town Council continue to pay annual maintenance charge, but to review if costs rise, but that any fixing of the clock remain with the Church.
LTOS2013/64
Core Building: There was much discussion on this matter.  The Town Clerk was able to confirm current arrangements DCH had with the Library and also details on conditions which were imposed with funding they received.  There was still more to look into in this regard.

 A query was raised on the length of lease for the library.  The Town Clerk advised that she had been informed it was in place until 2031, but could clarify this point.
It was considered that the Town Clerk contact DCH to seek further information on:-

· Footfall and users;

· Possible financial penalties, if conditions were not met;

· Clarification on as to whether conditions could be lifted, if so how and when.

· An indication on likely cost if Town Council were interested in taking back the asset.


The Town Clerk also considered that this matter should now either be considered by Finance and General Purposes Committee or Full Council, and that any further findings on this be reported in this manner.

 
RESOLVED that the Town Clerk clarify the points raised by Committee with DCH in being able to progress this matter for further consideration by the Finance and General Purposes Committee or Full Council.
LTOS2013/65
Storm Update: Committee was advised it was requested by Council this item be added to the agenda.  After much discussion it was considered that arrangements in place were suitable, i.e. checks after bad storms on Council properties and any action required to be taken, but that it should be properly documented. 
LTOS2013/66
Date of Next Meeting: To be confirmed.  Future dates would be considered by Full Council at its next meeting.
LTOS2013/67
It was RESOLVED to exclude the press and public due to the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted.

LTOS2013/68
Confidential Minutes Tuesday 3 December 2013: RESOLVED that the confidential minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 3 December 2013 were a true record of the meeting and they were signed by the chair.
LTOS2013/69
Wheal Jubilee Trust: See confidential minutes.
LTOS2013/70
Churchyard: See confidential minutes.
LTOS2013/71
Rock Failure: The Town Clerk advised that unfortunately she did not have any further update on this matter.
Meeting closed at 8.00 pm.
